BETWEEN FRANKFORT AND BERLIN

about Alvensleben in order to convince Quehl that, if he
did not depart, he would be to blame for his patron's fall,
and recommended him, as long as there was time, to make
use of the latter's power. I said to him: ' Cut your
pipes while you still sit among the reeds; it will not last
much longer/ and I got him so far as to specify his
wishes; they were, the consulate-general at Copenhagen
with a largely increased stipend. I informed Manteuffel
and the matter seemed settled, but dragged on some time
before it was finally concluded, because at Berlin they had
been so clumsy as to divulge the security of Manteuffel's
position before Quehl had taken his departure. At Berlin
he had found that his position and Manteuffel's were not
so insecure as I had pictured them to be, and thereupon
he made some difficulties which served to better his posi-
tion in Copenhagen.1

I had to transact similar negotiations with agents who
$                    were employed in connexion with the theft of dispatches

from the French Embassy, among others with Hassen-
|                     krug, who, during the time of the proceedings concerning

that theft, was put under arrest by the police in France,
apparently by his own consent, and was sequestered for a
I-                    year and a day until the matter was forgotten.

The King in those days hated Manteuffel; he did not

treat him with his natural politeness, and used' biting

'                     expressions about him.    In what light he considered the

T                    position of minister is shown by a remark about Count

,                     Albert Pourtal&s, whom he also occasionally used as scare-

^                    crow to Manteuffel.2    ' He would be the minister for me

*

I                                * Cf. Bismarck's Letters to L.  v. Gerlach of August 6 and 13, 1853

U                          (edition by H. Kohl, pp. 96, 97).

2Cf. supra, p. 118.
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